In November 2007 the Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation* convened a group of individuals to hold a conference to address a topic they called “concerns about CE”. Specifically, accredited CE for medicine and nursing was discussed. The individuals invited to participate in this conference were identified by the Macy Foundation as “leaders in the medical, nursing, and education professions: specifically, they were “not … representatives of organizations involved in providing continuing education.” Selected participants were predominantly physicians (26 of 35 participants were MDs, 6 were RNs). The majority represented academic settings, and one was a for-profit entity with a vested interest in the professional continuing education environment. The academic and professional dominance of participants inevitably led to a skewed analysis of the state of professional continuing education and subsequently to recommendations that professional CE accrediting bodies and providers had already implemented or are in the process of doing so.
A Chairman’s Summary Report of this conference was released in January 2008 (http://www.josiahmacyfoundation.org/documents/Macy_ContEd_1_7_08.pdf). The Chairman’s Summary Report states that “…continuing education in the health professions is in disarray.” Deficiencies in the field cited by the report include concerns about the 
· formats and teaching methodologies used in CE 
· content of the CE
· lack of high quality study of CE
While the report purported to address medical and nursing continuing education, the introduction to the full report and almost all the background material used by the conference participants addressed only continuing medical education. This limitation was acknowledged by Macy Foundation.
The full report of the Macy Foundation conference was released in May 2008. (http://www.josiahmacyfoundation.org/documents/pub_ContEd_inHealthProf.pdf) 
When it was released and reviewed by the leadership at the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), the American Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), and the American Council for Pharmaceutical Education (ACPE), the three leading healthcare professional CE accrediting organizations met with a participant of the Macy Foundation conference to seek clarification and discuss concerns about the inaccuracies. As a result ANCC, ACCME, and ACPE jointly drafted this response to the skewed ‘findings’ of the Macy Conference. 
It is our clear duty to the nursing profession and those organizations we accredit to approve and provide continuing nursing education to inform the Macy Conference participants and the public about the true state of continuing nursing education and the current position, actions, initiatives, and directions of the accrediting bodies of CE. 
We invite you to read our response to the Macy Report, posted here, for a comprehensive report on the current state of CE for health care providers in the United States.
We welcome your support.

* The Josiah Macy Foundation web site describes the foundation, “The Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation is a privately endowed philanthropy located in the borough of Manhattan, New York City. The Foundation supports programs designed to improve the education of health professionals in the interest of the health of the public, and to enhance the representation of minorities in the health profession.”
