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February 3, 2005

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld:

The American Nurses Association (ANA) is the only full-service professional organization
that represents the interests of the nation’s 2.7 million registered nurses including registered
nurses who serve in the military through our FedNA constituent. The nursing profession is
very concerned about the possible role of registered nurses in the reports of abuse of
detainees at U.S. detention and interrogation facilities. ANA supports further investigation
into any possible actions of health care professionals during these abuses and we offer our
expertise and guidance related to the professional role and ethics of registered nursesto any
inquiry and mediation that might be forthcoming.

The ANA Code of Ethicsfor Nurses (2001) is an ethical code that requires registered nurses
to protect and advocate for al patients. Abuses of prisoners, including afailure to report
known prisoner abuses by aregistered nurse would be in conflict with our professional code
and other guiding documents. Recent DoD investigations (the Fay Report) and other reports
concluded that some Army medical personnel failed to report known instances of abuse of
detainees at U.S. detention and interrogation facilities. These reports do not indicate whether
or not registered nurses in the military participated in torture, attempts to cover up torture, or
failed to report events of torture known to them. Army investigator MG George R. Fay has
urged that further inquiry into the possible failure of medical professionals “ to properly
document and report the abuse” be undertaken (Recommendation 30). ANA strongly
supports this recommendation.
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Thank you for your consideration of this critical matter. | look forward to your reply. Please
do not hesitate to contact me directly at 301-628-5011 or Laurie Badzek, RN, MS, JD, LLM,
Director of ANA’ s Center for Ethics and Human Rights, at (301) 628-5054 or via email
Ibadzek@ana.org .

Sincerely,

Barbara Blakeney, MS, RN
President

CC:

LindaJ. Stierle, MSN, RN, CNAA,BC,

Chief Executive Officer, American Nurses Association

Laurie Badzek, MS, RN, JD, LLM, Director of Center for Ethics and Human Rights,
American Nurses Association

Roberta Lavin, Acting President, Federal Nurses Association

Gordon R. England, Secretary of United States Navy

Francis J. Harvey, PhD, Secretary of United States Army

Peter B. Teets, Acting Secretary of United States Air Force

Michael O. Leavitt, Secretary of United States Health and Human Services Department

Jim Nicholson, Secretary of Department of Veterans Affairs

Donald C. Arthur, United States Navy Surgeon General

Lt. Gen. Kevin C. Kiley, MD, United States Army Surgeon General

Lt. Gen. George Peach Taylor Jr., United States Air Force Surgeon General

Richard H. Carmona, MD, MPH, FACS, United States Health and Human Services Surgeon
Generd

RDML Nancy Lescavage, Director, Navy Nurse Corps and Commander, United States Navy
RADM Mary Pat Couig, Chief Nurse Officer, USPHS

Cathy J. Rick, RN, CNAA, CHE, Chief Nursing Officer, Department of Veterans

Affairs

Maj. Gen Barbara C. Brannon, Asst. Surgeon Gen, Medical Force Development, United
States Air Force

Brig Gen Marie T. Field, ANG Asst. to the Asst. Surgeon General, United States Air National
Guard

Nancy McKelvey, Chief Nurse, American Red Cross

BG Deborah Wheeling, Chief Nurse and Chief Clinical Services, United States Army
National Guard

Col Martha Turner, USAF, NC, Director HIS; United States Navy AF Ethics

Consultant

CAPT Karen A. Flaherty, Deputy Director, Navy Nurse Corps, United States Navy Reserve
Col Anne F. Hamilton, Mobilization Assistant to the Asst. Surgeon General, United States
Air Force Reserve

Col Janie Harrell, Chief Nurse, United States Army Reserve Command



